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Amidst the conwrsation with each uf lhese individuals
thero ties a common Ih.-c.1d; oach n"-",,ber view< Ihei,
choice to grow and produce organically as an integral
p<1rt of II",ir ""''fa II mission. Giving I",c~ is J10I an aft.,,­
thoughl, it is .,n "xt"nsi"" of 1"'fSO<l.ll v"llICS that afl'
carried Ihrough.""'Y action and decisfon lhey makc as
successful blrsin<..'Ss pt,.,,,le.•

indigl'l1ou, communiTies eng.'g<:<1 in ,ustainahle agricultufl'
"nd rdoreSlalion. "In 100 l"'ginning our focus w,,' organic,
fair I,adc and shade grown, but we have ev<:>lved a,..1grown,

ami with that growlh we have fcit too ",-"Cd
10 look ;,t nol jusl SUSlaining whal we are
,>:,ing cUff~."tly bul also tow"ms wp.lfation
of lands lh~t ha"C already oc.:,n dam­
ag~~t" S.1yS Pi~.,.w r.mari, Guayaki'S VP "f
M~rketing. "The most impol"l.mt thing w"
cornmunic"teo to our customers is tnJI too
price Ih~'Y pay f.... tl",i, Yerb.> M~IC is f....
more Ihan whallhey hold in tooir ha",l."

Curwntly. Guayaki h"s a le"m of r""
l'I1~)loy<;es d.'(lical~~1

to rclorest.llion projct:1s
in Arg'''Illina, raraguay
and Bra~il. The 1""",
pr""ides t.'Chnical a.­
si.tance "rid support for
larm"rs by """nl"ining
nU'''-'fil'S of indigl'J1OUS
pf.,nts while providing
technical a.si,lance in
too proces, of succes­
sion"l transplanting. In
addition, Gu~y~kl brings
experts on organic
farming arid local m31e
grow~ logeth•.,. in
va,ious seminars lO talk
about 100 bI.'St possible
practices. The seminars
arc open to lhe entire
community. thus enewr­
aging many farmers to
adopt organic practices.

Guay"ki's higg~'S1

endeo.wor, 1000 by 20t 0,
i, an an~)jliou, project
Ihal ain,. I" .'Stahlish too

restoration of 2000 ac,es of rainforest land by too year 201 O.
In order lO achi""" thi, goal, tl",y have lau",-h<.~l a wide
var;ely of r""" products. "G.ming 1"'Ople I" try ..-.rneIhing
""w thatlh'-"\" n",y nl'Vt'f have< ooard of beforc can be quilc
a challenh"'" says Pi''fTe. "but passion aml ,'W,lf''fI<.'SS arc
infectiOUS. The mofl' you Ix'gin I" b1'" .,boul 1111-' I""",fits
ofYcrba Mate and 100 impacl we are n",king on tn.;, areas
vvhere it is grown, In.;, more you sec how y<>urchoiu'S
in~)aCl a commun;ly Ihousands of miles .'way from you:

HOur main belief is that
you c;allno/ um;ouple

social JUS/iCf' ,md
ellvirollmell/al issues."

-Brahm Ahmadi,
People's Grocery

CUdyaki'$ refore$r~li<xl 'edm WOI'ks wilh /or:;u IdmM'f< ra ",,,.,it rdml"",,, I,nd
dOO ""dbli,h $1J5'~mdl>k fd,mrns madels.

they n" •.>OC'd to lake 011 a holi,tic vi,ion if Ihey wanl<:<1 to
effeclively address l,,-~,Ith and social justice within Iheir com·
munity. The tyllCS of health problem, th~'Y w~"'" 5£'<:'i"g w~....,

di,~'Ctly relal~'d to an erwi"",menl void of
gro<;ery Slores arid access to heallhy foods.

Peoplc's Grocery ha, devcloped a
numocr of programs thai focus on enler­
prise developmen!, urban agricullure and
community ""Ireach and <:<location. Some
of lheir I'r:ojecl' include a 1\.'Cf 2 I"""
program in which fellow middl" .,,,d high
><:hool sllJdcnts <:<lucalc cach OIh.,.. ahoul
foud justice and ealing healthy, job Iraining
Ihat provides communily
memocrs wjlh skill, to
be cOlnI".1itive in lhe
workpl,,,,, .,nd a morli.
fred CSA (community
sU!l!'mtC<! agricultu'e)
l>fog,a", <;.l11(~Thc

Grub Box. The Grub
lIox allows ,,,,ident. 10
sub..crilJe to a ."ason.,I,
c uItu raily-al'l'ropria Ie,
"ifordiJble bag of organic
fruits and ""ll~1ahles

fmm the Sunol Farm ami
community garden. on a
weekly or bi_nlOnthly ba_
sis at an affordable pricc,
ThrOlJgh tl>t...., programs
Peoplc', Gro<;ery has
IK'C"Il able 10 make a
significant imp<>ct wilhin
their community and
they ha"" bif: plans for
the fulure. They a,e in
the Pf<ICCSS of develop­
ing a progr"m called
Community HANDS
(Health and Nutrit"", Demonstratorsl, which trains commu·
nity n",""",rs to deliver demonstrations and educate OIfJcr
communily members in exco.'nge 1m compensation. They
also am in 100 early Slag~'S 01 building a fully equipped gro­
c''f)' store in W.'SI Oakland. "We hope that through our proj­
ects we can help build a new food system" sha,,'S IIrahm.

l ocal. cOO1munity·b."ed food movements ga"" hirth 10
lhe coocepl of inlegr.'led food systems. hul in today's

global economy it is '-"Iually important to "'Cognize the im_
pactlh"t our foud choic<'S have on communilies worldwide.

Guayakf Verba Male began as a senior pmject of two
student" Alcx Pryor and David Karr. from Cal Poly Uni",-""ity
In San Luis Obispo, Thei, g0.11 was to pr""ide organic
and fair trade yerl>.' mate teas Ihrough "n inrlOvalive busi_
ness model call<:<l Markel Driven Restoration, Through
this busin<..'SS model, Guay"ki ",rv''S a, a bridge. linking
con,umer purchases of h'-"llthy Y""ba Male products with

"


